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The soil is generally good, and the trees, and more especially
the tamarinds, are very fine and abundant. Bairat is situated
on a mound of ruins, about one mile in length by half a mile in
breadth, or upwards of 2\ miles in circuit, of which the present
town does not occupy more than one-fourth. The surrounding
fields are covered with broken pottery and fragments of slag
from the ancient copper-works and the general aspect of the
valley is of a coppery red colour. The old city, called Bairftt-
nagar, is said to have been quite deserted for several centuries
until it was re-peopled about 300 years ago, most probably
during the long and prosperous reign of Akbar. The town
was certainly in existence in Akbar's time, as it is mentioned
by Abul Fazl in the 'Ayin Akbari/ as possessing very
profitable copper mines. A number of large mounds about
half a mile to the east, and immediately under the hill, are
said to have formed part of the old city; but, both from their
position and appearance, I am inclined to think that they
must be the remains of some large religious establishment.
At present the surface remains consist of rough stone
foundations only, as the whole of the squared stones have
been used in building the houses of the modern town.

The number of houses in Bair^t is popularly reckoned at
1400, of which 600 are said to belong to Gaur Brahmans, 400
to Agarwal Baniyas, 200 to Minas, and the remaining 200 to
various other races. Allowing the usual average of 5 person
to each house, the population of BairSt will amount to 7000
persons.

The earliest historical notice of Bairit is that of
the Chinese pilgrim Hwen Thsang in A. D. 634.1 According
to him, the capital was 14 or 15 U9 or just 2} miles, in circuit,
which corresponds almost exactly with the size of the ancient
mound on which the present town is built. The people were
brave and bold, and their king, who was of the race of Fei~

I.   Julien's 'Hionen Thsang,' ii, 206.